Kirton Primary School

Reception
September 2025



Reception

We have three classes in reception.

These are called Chicks, Owlets and Eaglets.
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Meet The Current Teachers
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Chicks

Miss Roxby
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Owlets

Miss Lowe
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Eaglets

Miss Hollingworth
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Term dates

2025 | 2026

ATerm 1 - Tuesday 2nd September 2025 — Friday 17th October 2025 (34
days)

ATerm 2 - Monday 3rd November 2025 — Friday 19th December 2025 (35
days)

ATerm 3 - Monday 5th January 2026 — Friday 13th February 2026 (30 days)

ATerm 4 - Monday 23rd February 2026 — Thursday 2nd April 2026 (29
days)

ATerm 5 - Mondcg 20th April 2026 — Friday 22nd May 2026 (24
days) ***May Day Monday 4th May***

ATerm 6 - Monday 1st June 2026 — Wednesday 22nd July 2026 (38 days)
TOTAL NUMBER OF SCHOOL DAYS = 190



Reception timetable

8:45 — 8:55 Enter school

Morning — Phonics, English, Break & snack, Mathematics &
Story

12:00-1:00 - Lunchtime with playtime

Afternoon — Assembly, Circle time & child initiated activities

3:00- 3:20 - Speaking and Listening activities

3:20 - Home



What will we learn?

There are seven areas of learning and development in reception.
All areas of learning development are important and inter-connected.

The prime areas are particularly important for building a foundation for igniting
children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, forming relationships and thriving.

- Communication and Language

- Personal, Social and Emotional Development

These three areas will be strengthened and applied

Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the World

Expressive Arts and Design




High quality conversations with
adults and peers throughout the
day in a language-rich
environment are crucial. We
offer opportunities to learn new
vocabulary through various
activities such as reading
stories, story-telling, role-play
and by asking questions that
allow children to elaborate and
become comfortable using a rich
range of vocabulary and
language structures.




Personal, Social and Emotlonal
Development

A

,‘JV) g

Children’s personal, social and -;é—: BN
emotional development (PSED) is L ;QM," -
crucial for children to lead healthy and o St 25
happy lives. We support children to _ ‘- g
understand their own feelings and ! L
those of others. Children are taught to l 3
manage emotions, develop a positive
sense of self, set themselves simple
goals and to have confidence in their
own abilities. They will learn how to
look after their bodies, including
healthy eating, and manage personal
needs independently. They learn how
to make good friendships, co-operate

and resolve conflicts peacefully.
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Physical ability is vital in
children’s all-round
development, enabling them
to pursue happy, healthy
and active lives. Gross motor
skills provide the foundation
for developing healthy
bodies and social emotional
well-being. Fine motor
control and precision helps
with hand-eye coordination,
which is later linked to early
literacy.




Literacy

We believe that it is crucial for
children to develop a life-long love of
reading. Language comprehension
begins from birth. It develops through
listening to adults talk as well as
reading books, enjoying rhymes,
poems and songs together. Skilled
word reading involves decoding of
sounds and recognition of known
words. Writing involves spelling and
handwriting alongside structuring
ideas into speech, before writing.
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We teach children to count confidently
and develop a deep understanding of
the numbers to 10, the relationships
between them and the patterns within
those numbers. By providing frequent
and varied opportunities to build and
apply this understanding, children will
develop a secure base of knowledge and
vocabulary from which mastery of
mathematics is built. Children will
develop their spatial reasoning skills
across all areas of mathematics
including shape, space and measures.
We encourage children to spot
connections, ‘have a go’ and not be
afraid to make mistakes.




Understanding the World

Understanding the world involves
guiding children to make sense of
their physical world and their
community. The frequency and
range of children’s personal
experiences increases their
knowledge and sense of the world
around them. Listening to a broad
range of stories, non-fiction,
rhymes and poems will foster their
understanding of our culturally,
socially, technologically and
ecologically diverse world.




Expressive Arts and DeSLgn

The development of children’s
artistic and cultural awareness
supports their imagination and
creativity. We provide children
with regular opportunities to
engage with the arts, enabling
them to explore a wide range of
media and materials. The variety
of what children see, hear and
participate in will develop their
understanding and self-expression.




How will we learn?

Children are powerful learners. Every child can make progress
in their learning, with the right help.

Children learn through play, by adults modelling, by observing
each other, and through guided learning and direct teaching.

We carefully organise enabling environments for
high-quality play, indoors and outdoors. We also
make time and space available for children to
invent their own play.

Children in the early years also learn through
group work.




Teaching and Learning

During a typical morning in Reception, children are taught new skills in
phonics, literacy and mathematics. Much of the learning is undertaken in
small groups with either the class teacher or teaching assistant in order

to track children’s next steps.




Continuous Provision

During the afternoon, children will have the opportunity to
explore the provision that has carefully been selected to
allow them to develop the skills that have been taught, to
allow them to consolidate their knowledge and express
themselves in the way that they are most comfortable with.
Children will make decisions about their learning, either
independently, in a group or with a friend or an adult. Adults
in Reception carefully support children’s learning where
required to ensure that children are given the opportunity to
‘have a go’ and try something new as well as develop their
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Messy Play

Children will have the opportunity to engage in various messy
play activities. This could be to support all areas of the
curriculum, for example; phonics, fine motor skills and creative
role play.

Children will play with sand, mud, playdough and paint. We
encourage children to wear an apron where necessary however it
is inevitable that children can sometimes get a bit messy too!
Please bear this in mind when purchasing coats and other
clothing.

When children get messy, it is likely that they have been showing
curiosity, determination, persistence, imagination and
confidence, but most of all they will have had fun!



Phonics

Phonics is a way of teaching children how
to read and write. It helps children hear,
identify and use different sounds that
distinguish one word from another in the
English language.

We practise our phonics and reading every
day.

There will be a workshop for parents about
phonics in the Autumn Term where you can
learn more about how your child learns
how to read and how you can support with
reading at home.




Homework

Within the first two weeks of starting school, *

your child will bring home a reading record

book and some sound cards. Once the
children have learnt the first sets of sounds

they will begin to bring home a reading

book. These books will link to your child’s
phonics learning at school.

There will also be some letter formation
sheets sent home for children to practise
their writing and pencil control.




Physical Education

Children in reception are offered multiple
opportunities to develop their physical skills.
Through play in the reception outdoor area,
children have access to steps, a climbing frame and
a range of bikes and scooters.

Children will also take part in weekly PE sessions.
These may be indoors or outdoors and will develop
skills in gymnastics, dance, games and athletics.

Children are encouraged to dress independently for
PE sessions.



